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Just over 30 students from USC, Clemson and CofC showed up at the Statehouse Tuesday to lobby for more allocation of funds toward higher education in South Carolina universities.

Low USC attendance at rally
Higher education
lobby fails to draw
student support
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtney Price / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC Student Body President Ebbie Yazdani spoke about budget
issues that have faced state universities over the past years.

A small crowd of fervent
C a r ol i n i a n s g at here d
on the Statehouse steps
Tuesday morning to voice
t hei r concer n s at t he
South Carolina Rally for
Higher Education. Local
news stations fixed their
cameras to the humble
p o d i u m w h e r e E b b ie
Yazdani, Ryan Duane and
Isaiah Nelson (the Student
Body Presidents of USC,
Clemson and College of
Charleston, respectively)
addressed t he state on
the dire issue of funding
for public universities in

South Carolina.
“We’re here to make
o u r v o i c e s h e a r d ,”
President Yazdani said.
“O u r st ate has fa l len
behind in mak ing sure
h igher educ at ion i s a
priority.”
O n ly fou r USC SG
repre sent at ive s were
present at t he rally —
Yazdani, President pro
tempore John Cuenin,
Di rec tor of St udent
Lobby Charlotte Harrell
a nd C om mu n ic at ion s
Director Megan Ananian
— i n add it ion to a
smattering of involved
USC st udent s. Twelve
students from Clemson
and 11 from College of
Charleston also attended.
According to Harrell, SG
has been coordinating the
lobby since November,

a nd w h i le t he r a l l y ’s
Facebook page ga i ned
302 at tendee s, l it t le
over 30 t u r ned up on
t h e S t at e h o u s e s t e p s
by 10 a.m . Second-year
c hem ic a l eng i neer i ng
student Peter Rassolov,
who came out to show his
support for fellow USC
t u it ion-payer s, wa sn’t
surprised by the outcome.
“One of t he best
things we do is make our
presence know, but I’m
not very impressed with
the t urnout,” Rassolov
said. “I t hink st udents
are just busy, and student
elections are going on.”
Ananian attributed the
lack of involvement on
poor communication and
student body ignorance
rather than the priority of
SG elections.

“It would look better
if we had more students
b e h i nd u s , b u t w e’r e
st ill sending t he same
message,” Ananian said.
“It also has a lot to do
with the fact that students
don’t know what’s going
on. They don’t know that
we’re only getting 8 to 10
percent of the funding we
used to get anymore.”
During the rally, each
student body president
addressed budget issues
i n t he cont e x t of t he
concerns of his respective
u n i v e r s i t y. N e l s o n
highlighted building and
renovation obstacles due
to the history of College
of Charleston’s campus.
Duane emphasized
t he v it a l role of st ate
RALLY ● 2

Two additional campaign banners missing,
recent SG election vandalism continues
Vereen considers
pressing charges
after theft

Go vote!

Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Students can log onto VIP to vote in the Student
Government elections until 5 p.m. today. Write-in
ballots are available in the Campus Life Center in the
Russell House between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. President, vice
president, treasurer and senator positions are up for grabs.
Also on the ballot is a referendum that would amend
the current Student Body Constitution to combine the
Graduate Student Association and SG. Each student
may only vote once. Check out dailygamecock.com to
read candidate profiles and endorsements. Students who
wish to cast a write-in should not vote online, but go to
Russell House 227 to cast their vote.

— compiled by News Editor Ryan Quinn

Wednesday
66°

45°

Thursday
73°

47°

T he ca mpa ig n ba n ners for
Student Government presidential
contenders Steve Vereen a nd
Rohail Kazi have gone missing as
of Tuesday.
The disappearances came after
pre sident ia l c a nd idate Ja me s
Strickland’s banner was stolen over
the weekend. Strickland’s campaign
replaced his sign Monday but took
it down at night, sparing it from the
latest acts in the sign-stealing spree.
Presidential candidate Joe Wright’s
sign was left up overnight, and it
survived to see the morning.
Wright said in a press release
that he “condemned these actions”
and that in solidarity with the other
candidates and to ensure fairness,
he would be removing his banner

Dalton Lambert / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SG presidential candidate Joe Wright removed his campaign banner from
the Greene Street wall Tuesday in respect of the Carolinian Creed.
from Greene Street as well.
“Those who seek to disrupt this
election by taking part in what
amount to criminal actions violate
the Carolinian Creed,” Wright
said. “In light of these events, I
have chosen to remove my banner
from the wall as well. If we win

this election, it will be because we
worked the hardest and convinced
the greatest number of students that
our campaign to ‘Ignite Carolina’ is
one worthy of their support.”
Kazi said his banner accounted
SIGNS ● 3

Tin Roof

Swimming

Papa Jazz

To thank everyone
for all of the support since opening,
Tin Room is giving
out free lunches all
week.

Both the men’s and
women’s squads
will be heading to
Gainesville for the
SEC championships.

The independent records store stays ASFS
successful as ever in
Five Points. asfsafds

See page 5

See page 7
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RALLY ● Continued from 1
contributions in Clemson’s
resea rch c u r r ic u lu m.
And Yazdani drove South
Carolina’s need for a bond
bill, in which t he state
would issue debt to be used
for university projects. He
pointed out the success
in this project in North
Carolina, where a bond bill
raised $2 billion.
“It creates jobs and gets
money to the universit y
so t hat t u it ion goes
toward academics rather
than building and capital
projects,” Yazdani said.
“That’s the position we’re
stuck in. With the budget
cuts we have to balance out
how many programs and
teachers to keep and how
to maintain our buildings.”
Regulatory relief rang
as an overarching theme
throughout the rally. The

state of South Carolina
currently funds 11 percent
of Clemson’s overall costs,
nine percent of College
of Charleston’s and nine
percent of USC’s (down
from 40 percent 10 years
a g o). B e c a u s e t h e s e
institutions are “publicly
funded,” their tuition rates
fall under control of the
state, which will face some
tough fiscal decisions this
coming fall, with an $800
million budget hole to fill.
“Leg islator s wa nt to
support higher education,
but it’s one of the most
convenient places to make
cuts,” Yazdani said. “We
just have to show them that
it is a priority. That’s why
I wanted to make sure we
came here with specific
goals instead of demanding
more funding. We have to
be realistic.”
T he joi nt re solut ion

draf ted by members
of South Carolina
u n iversit ies’ st udent
gover n ment s for t he
Higher Education
L obby fo c u se s g reat ly
on opposition of Higher
E ducat ion Pr ice I ndex
caps — state regulations
on tuition and student fees.
“ We w a nt t o b e
allowed to run our own
orga n izat ions, because
each institution is unique
and has different goals and
different needs to be met,”
Duane said.
After their final words
to the press, the student
lobbyists marched into the
lobby of the statehouse to
wait for t he House and
Senate to meet at noon.
The group was greeted
by Speaker of the House
Rob er t H a r r el l , Jr., a
Gamecock alumnus with
a histor y of sponsoring

legislation in support of
h igher educat ion (such
a s t he recent H igher
Tr a n spa renc y A c t a nd
t he Reg u l ator y Rel ief
bill) , which is currently
circulating in the senate.
Harrell said the presence
of t he st udent s i n t he
lobby ing group showed
dedication and promise.
“ I t ’s g r e a t f o r t h e
s t u d e nt s t o b e h e r e ,”
Harrell said. “They
are showing that this is
a m ajor c o nc e r n . T he
legislature pays attention
to what constituents want,
and all of these student in
the lobby are members of
the general assembly.”
The student lobbyists
spent t he remainder of
t he af ter noon meet i ng
with legislators, including
Governor Nikki Haley’s
Deput y Ch ief of St af f.
As they waited patiently
o u t s id e t h e c h a m b e r s

to voice their concerns,
herds of m iddle school
a nd element a r y school
s t u d e nt s w a n d e r e d i n
and out of the chambers,
gaz i ng i n awe at t he
Capitol. It is Yazdan i’s
hope that if the lobbyists
ef for t s accomplished
anything yesterday, these
students will be afforded
t hei r oppor t u n it y at
a higher educat ion
a nd w i l l able to c a r r y
pride rather than bitter
disappointment in their
government.
“This is an issue that’s
o n l y g o i n g t o g r o w,”
Ya z d a n i s a i d . “ O u r
generation has the chance
to leave a legacy here for
f ut u re st udent s ac ros s
South Carolina.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Ticket
Return
down
Sunday
Night
Admit One

Josh Dawsey
Editor-in-chief

USC officials said student
tickets for Friday’s baseball
season opener went up online
a l it t le b efore m id n ight
Tuesday.
Ticket s were supposed
to be online Sunday for the
game, but a technical glitch
c au sed a problem i n t he
website, said Anna Edwards,
USC’s director of student
services.
The tickets will be available
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis
for the opener. Tickets for
both Saturday and Sunday’s
game are now available as

SIGNS ● Continued from 1
for a “sizable portion” of
t he $1,0 0 0 budget SG
candidates are allowed
to spend on elect ions .
He said he would talk to
Elect ions Commission
about getting the value
of the sign taken off his
ex pend it u re s, wh ich
would allow him to spend
more money if he entered
the runoffs. Unless one
of t he four candidates
captures over 50 percent
of students’ votes, a runoff
between the top two vote
getters will be held.
“I’m not too fazed by
it because it’s k i nd of
t he home st retch here
and we’ve got a lot of
energy,” Kazi said. “It’s
just immaturit y on the
part of some people, and
I just wish people would
take things a little more
seriously sometimes.”
The value of Vereen’s
lost sign was measured
i n t i me rat her t ha n
money. H is ca mpa ig n
manager Lucy Sass said
the campaign team spent
over six hours on their
hand-painted banner.
“ I don’t u nder st a nd
why people don’t ju st
leave t hem a lone; it ’s

well. Games will follow the
normal ticketing procedure
for the rest of the season,
Edwards said.
T he p e r s o n p r i m a r i l y
r e s p o n s i b le f o r s t u d e nt
ticketing left the university
a few weeks ago for another
job, Edwards said.
T he reig n i ng n at ion a l
champions will play Santa
Clara in a three-game series.
First pitch is at 3 p.m. Friday.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

not their property,” said
Sass, a fourth-year public
relations student. “I hope
someone will just be nice
and return it, because we
really did spend a lot of
time on that banner.”
S a s s s a id s he pl a n s
to inform USCPD and
campus safety. She doesn’t
know how the loss would
affect Vereen’s campaign.
“ We s t i l l h a v e
sunglasses and pens, and
we’re still going to get the
word out,” Sass said.
Ve r e e n , u n l i k e h i s
campaign manager, said
he believes the sign theft
had political motivations.
“ S e ei n g t h at it w a s
t h ree out of t he fou r

presidential candidates
lost their signs and the
rest of t he sig ns were
remaining, I’m sure it was
pretty deliberate,” Vereen
said.
Ve r e e n , h o w e v e r ,
doesn’t t h ink t he sig n
thief or thieves were part
of a nyone’s campaig n,
say i ng “no one wou ld
encourage” such behavior.
“W hoever did it,
they have a cool poster
hanging in t heir room
t h at s a y s ‘ B e l ie v e i n
Steve,’ so maybe they’ll
vote for me,” Vereen said.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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USC students should
show up or shut up
In Friday’s paper, we encouraged students to take
advantage of their rights to protest and peaceably
assemble. We called on students to speak out against
policies that adversely impact our lives as students
at a public university — tuition increases and state
budget cuts. Our plea apparently fell on deaf ears.
Yesterday, USC’s Student Government did what
critics said could not be done. It partnered with
college students from across the state to lobby for
increased funding for higher education in South
Carolina. Thirty students attended the event. Less
than half of these students were from USC.
Students from the College of Charleston and
Clemson drove more
than 2 hours to attend
“Shame on us for t he e vent . T he va st
major it y of st udent s
getting shown up by a t U S C r e f u s e d t o
walk two blocks from
Clemson University.” campus to join them.
Shame on us.
Shame on us for
gett ing show n up by
Clemson University, but more importantly, shame
on us for failing to show our state legislators that we
care deeply about issues that affect college students.
How can we expect to convince state legislators
that their policies have real-life implications if we
are too lazy or too apathetic to get out of bed and
stand in solidarity with those who cared enough to
show up?
We understand that class and work schedules
prevented some from attending yesterday’s rally.
We’re not upset with those people. We’re upset with
those who decided that getting an extra hour of
sleep was more important than fighting on behalf of
current and future Gamecocks.
If you’re one of those people, shame on you. You
missed a real opportunity to make a real difference.

OPINION GRAB BAG

Video games
teach lessons
for real life

Columnists give their opinions on the importance
of Student Government and methods of campaigning

Virtual worlds
parallel ours

The leaders of Student Government
make decisions that impact every member
of the student body. The existence of
Student Government is important because
it gives students a chance to let their voices
be heard. The most effective method
of campaigning is speaking at residence
halls and student organizations. When
a candidate shows he or she is willing to
work with students of all backgrounds and
different interests, it makes students feel
like they matter. Every vote is important.
If you don’t vote, you have no right to
complain about the results of the election.
— Kristyn Winch, Second-year print
journalism student
It’s definitely important, but Student
Government doesn’t do a good job
relaying just how important it actually
is. If SG could better explain to students
why their vote really matters, then there
would be much less apathy. With regard
to campaigning, only president and
vice president need Facebook groups
because they have actual platforms to
promote. Senate candidates’ groups seem
unnecessary and I usually delete most of
them.
— Michelle Fantone, Fourth-year political
science student
I think that even though elections are a
vital part of Student Government, many
students feel that the outcome of elections
as well as the decisions of Student
Government rarely affect them personally
and, consequently, do not give Student
Government much attention. As with any
election, voting is always important. The
best way for candidates to campaign is to
hold open forums, where students are free
to ask questions and hear the candidates’
opinions on different issues. Instead,
candidates create impersonal Facebook
groups that serve as an annoyance and
deter students from pursuing more
information about a candidate. Student
Government should work on engaging
students and relating to them.
— Chelsey Seidel, Third-year print
journalism student
I am really torn on this one. Of course

the elections matter. I would not really be
able to complain and throw my opinion
all around this newspaper if I did not vote.
But in a way I feel like the candidates’
methods of campaigning are useless at
times. For instance, Facebook. Really
people? I cannot tell who these people
are and what they support easily from
Facebook. It’s stupid. Plus that’s not a
way to get people involved in the process.
I would not have taken the time on
Facebook to get to know the candidates.
Once again, The Daily Gamecock came
to my rescue by informing me of their
platforms Monday. I hate whining
without a suggestion though. How about
create a website where the candidates can
put forth their information, platforms
and websites and students can voice their
opinions and discuss their opinions. That
would help get people involved. Oh, and
how about a scandal? People love those.
— Stephen Barry, First-year broadcast
journalism student
Despite what many people seem to be
saying, Student Government still matters,
though, admittedly, its efficacy can be
called into question. But sometimes, how
efficient SG is depends on the candidate
elected to office, and it is because of
this circuitous reasoning that I believe
everyone needs to vote and do so in an
informed manner. But how a candidate
obtains votes is also a skill, and it seems
that those candidates who establish
personal relationships with voters (or
at least give off the impression of doing
so) are the ones who are most successful.
Whether or not that personality translates
into efficacy as a leader, however, is
another issue.
— Alice Chang, First-year business
student
Whether we want to admit it or not,
SG matters, and therefore SG elections
matter. Social media should supplement,
not replace face-to-face interaction. Oldfashioned communication is still the way
to win elections.
— Hakeem Jefferson, Fourth-year
political science and African-American
studies student

Columbia scene in need of improvement
Residents, students deserve greater
variety of arts, national-level talent
Big cities are typically known for providing
the best in restaurants, shopping, culture and
entertainment. W hile Columbia certainly
doesn’t compare to New York Cit y or Los
Angeles, it is the capital of South Carolina and
more should be expected from it, especially in
terms of culture and entertainment.
I grew up with a love for visual and performing
arts. My mother studied art in college and she
always tried to expose me to theatre, music,
dance and art. Both of my parents provided me
with every artistic opportunity that they could
afford and that was available in my hometown
of Spartanburg, S.C. We supported works that
were lauded on a national level, though we often
had to travel to a bigger city like Charlotte.
This is the same for people in Columbia.
While there is great entertainment and culture
available as far as local talent is concerned, one
must travel to a more metropolitan area like
Charlotte or Atlanta to be exposed to national
touring acts and exhibits. This shouldn’t be the

case. Columbia is conveniently located in the
center of the state and is home to several lovely
large venues such as the Koger Center, the
Carolina Coliseum, the Township Auditorium
and t he Colonial Life A rena. The Sout h
Carolina State Museum and the Columbia
Museum of Art are also located in the capital
city. I’d love to see these places used for more
performances and more exhibits,
especially nationally recognized
talent.
W hile I k now the bad state
of t he economy plays a large
role in the amount and quality
of entertainment t hat can be
provided, I think the majority
Kristyn
of people who live near the city
Winch
or attend USC would appreciate
Second-year
and support a wide variet y of
print journalism
student
entertainment in Columbia. I
would like to think I’m not the
only person who would prefer to see a worldrenowned opera singer rather than the Barnum
and Bailey Circus or Miley Cyrus.
Don’t get me wrong. I am very supportive
of the entertainment opportunities currently

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

available to me in Columbia. The University
of South Carolina School of Music provides
professional-level concerts and operas to the
Columbia communit y on a reg ular basis.
The USC Department of Theatre and Dance
presents thought-provoking shows multiple
times over the course of a semester. Town
Theatre, Workshop Theatre and Trust us
Theatre are assets to the city because they
all showcase local actors in straight plays and
musicals each month. Columbia City Ballet
brings original works to the capital city several
times a year. The State Museum and Columbia
Art Museum have multiple floors of exhibits and
feature works by South Carolina artists in their
permanent collections.
National acts, however, might attract patrons
who would otherwise ignore the Columbia arts
scene. If people had the opportunity to see a live
performance by a musician they saw on TV or
a work of art they read about in a national news
magazine, it may inspire them to seek out other
art in the community. If more people discovered
a passion for the arts, perhaps they could get our
governor to reconsider her budget cuts.

Ca n pl ay i ng v ide o
games daily be beneficial?
According to Ja ne
McGonigal, author of
the recently published
book “Reality is Broken:
W hy Games Make Us
Better and How They
Can Change the World,”
playing video games for
an hour a day makes a
person
m o r e
successful.
V i d e o
games can
teach kids
important
Kevin Carr
lessons,
First-year
undeclared
inf luence
student
t h e m
positively
and challenge them in
multiple ways.
McGonigal attacks the
perception of video games
as escapist and mindless
forms of entertainment.
She suggests that video
games provoke an
emotional response that
help s de velop b et ter
personal relationships.
She a lso a rg ue s t hat
video games do this far
bet ter t ha n ord i na r y
life. This may hold some
mer it becau se of t he
investment video games
requ i re f rom g a mer s
in order to participate.
With improved storylines
a nd dec ision-ma k i ng
options, games are able
to evoke more emotions,
including pride, curiosity,
optimism and “a desire
to join forces with others
to achieve somet hing
extraordinary.”
Most of us know how
addict ing some v ideo
games can be and most
of u s k now someone
who wants to play games
such as Halo, World of
Warcraft or Call of Duty
nonstop. In addition, we
have seen the emotion
v ideo ga mes provoke
in gamers in hilarious
YouTube v ideo s t hat
show players freak ing
out or yelling nonstop
while playing the game.
Gamers can sympathize
with being angr y at a
game or other gamers
they are playing with
online.
W h i le t he c u r rent
perception of video games
is somewhat mixed, the
games have potential to
be used as a medium to
educate, inspire, entertain
and connect with others
worldwide. Video games
have become t he new
frontier in which families
and friends can connect
and spend time together.
Instead of dinner at the
table, the new norm may
be a quick game on the
Wii, Playstat ion 3 or
Xbox 360.
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“The key to sitcom success is miserable people.
If you see a happy couple, it’s just gone, like when
Sam and Diane got together on Cheers.”
— Matthew Perry
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Tin Roof offers free lunch all week
‘Live music joint’ thanks community,
branches out to college students
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tin Roof Columbia, “a live music joint,” is offering free
lunch Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., with no
strings attached.
The restaurant, bar and live music venue, located near
the intersection of Assembly and Senate streets, opened in
The Vista in September and for this week only, as a thank
you to customers, anyone can get one item from the lunch
menu for free.
“We’ve been here in Columbia for five months now and
our customers have welcomed us so greatly, and we wanted
a way just to give back and say thank you,” manager Amy
Peterson said. “Everyone always says there’s no such thing
as a free lunch, but we decided to actually do it.”
With quite an impressive menu, featuring a mix of salads,
quesadillas and sandwiches, the Tin Roof prides itself on
breaking away from the “bar food” stereotype.
“Some of our most popular items are the avocado pavo
sandwich, which is avocado, turkey, provolone cheese
and bacon, or the marinated flank steak with peppers,
onions and provolone,” Peterson said. “And then our sunny
quesadilla is also really popular, with sundried tomatoes,
feta cheese, avocado and grilled chicken.”
The restaurant and bar also boasts a nice list of appetizers,
which vary from jalapeno peppers to deep fried dogs or the
famous Tin Roof wings, available in honey-hot, hot or
fire. Tin Roof’s “award-winning” cheese dip, served with
homemade tortilla chips for just $4.95, also makes for the
perfect pre-meal treat.
Although the restaurant does transform into live-music
mode at 10 p.m., switching into a 21 and over atmosphere,
Tin Roof is looking to expand its daytime specials to cater
to the college crowd. Instead of advertising solely through
the Free Times, they are looking to connect with more
customers through Facebook.
“Most of the people we’ve been getting so far are in [local]
businesses, but we’re hoping that maybe [free lunch] helps

Chloe Gould / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tin Roof Columbia, which opened in The Vista in September, is offering free lunches, this week only, between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
open some of the students’ eyes, that you can come over
here for lunch,” said Peterson. “I know students’ schedules
are really hectic and sometimes you don’t get a lunch break
until two, but come on over and maybe grab a beer.”
Tin Roof has already made a real effort to connect with
Columbia and students at USC, hosting and participating in
local charity events.
“We did something called Movember — it’s geared
towards men and prostate and testicular cancer,” Peterson
said. “We’ve also been hosting a happy hour with American
Red Cross and are working with Kappa Delta next week to
do a percent night.”
And, as spring grows closer, the restaurant is looking to
host outdoor live music events in their adjacent parking lots,
which are a blessing in the land of Columbia— especially

in the Vista, where parking is scarce. “We’re kind of
looking and shopping around for the best act that would
fit Columbia and fit the people that come in here,” said
Peterson.
Free lunch is just the first step in Tin Roof’s open
relationship with the Columbia community and USC
campus. A wide-open space, colorfully adorned with
defining decorations, a large bar area, lined with multicolored twinkle lights and many flat screen TVs, it is the
perfect afternoon off-campus hang-out spot.
Tin Roof Columbia is located at 1022 Senate St. and
opens for lunch every day at 11 a.m.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Comedy has potential to shine
‘Mr. Sunshine’ shows
promising sitcom cast
Tyler Simpson

B-

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Mr. Sunshine”

Courtesy of aceshowbiz.com

French film “White Material” tells the story of a white family operating a coffee plantation in Africa.

Network: ABC
Starring: Matthew Perry,
Allison Janney, Andrea
Anders, James Lesure
Airs: Wednesdays at 9:30

‘White Material’ crafts images of despair
French drama relies more on mood
than action in tale of crumbling society
Jimmy Gilmore

JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“White Material”
NOW AT NICKELODEON

A-

Director: Claire Denis
Starring: Isabelle Huppert,
Christopher Lambert, Isaach De
Bankole
Rating: Unrated

French filmmaker Claire Denis’s “White
Material” is a demanding, powerful, almost
apocalyptic film. It is slow, feels somewhat
meandering and falls in love with the hypnotic
qualities of its own visuals, but it is nonetheless
a feast that connects the intellect and the soul
and perfectly demonstrates why Denis has
staked a name as one of the most respected
French directors today.
“White Material” focuses on the Vials, a
white family that owns and operates a coffee
plantation in an unnamed African country.
When civil war erupts in the country, the
family’s stubborn matriarch, Maria (Isabelle
Huppert), refuses to flee and struggles to keep
the plantation going while violence closes in.
The structure of the fi lm parallels Maria’s
struggles with the confl icts of the rebels and
the military. While her labors are often shot
in demanding close-ups and long takes that
absorb a great bit of detail, the military actions
are often fragmented — the violence oblique
— and most information is conveyed over radio
broadcasts.
As these two strands cut back and forth
throughout the film, the distance between
them starts to grow smaller and they begin to
overlap — a rebel named “the Boxer” hides out
on Maria’s plantation, rebel forces barricade
the road when she tries to go into town and

armed children sneak into her home and steal
possessions.
Were Denis a conventional filmmaker, she
would play up the melodrama of this scenario,
letting Maria vocalize her st ubbornness
or lament the gradual destruction of her
plantation. Thankfully, she lets the images
do the work for her. In Huppert, Denis has
found a face of pure steadfastness and will.
In shooting her in mostly unconventionally
framed close-ups, the film clearly shows Maria’s
determination while simultaneously showing
how small her perspective is – her pride
prevents her from seeing the big picture.
“White Material” is an elegy for a postcolonial world that seems to collapse in on
itself, a film that couldn’t be less interested in
the politics of a civil uprising – in fact, most of
the activists seem more drawn to the violence
than the ideology – but rather in the human
impact of the events.
Much of the film feels like a strangely inert
mood piece. Society may be breaking apart,
but this is far from an action film. Despite
the conspicuous lack of tense gunfire or other
tropes of a modern war film, the film manages
to have a devastating impact. In the relationship
between image and sound, Denis’s control of
the camera evokes the feeling of standing on
the edge of a precipice.
As a character study, “White Material” is
somewhat confounding, if only because it offers
very little room for its characters to maneuver.
It drops them into a box, locks the lid and
spends 106 minutes watching them try to claw
their way out as desperation slowly sinks in.
As a means of turning African civil war into
a meditation on despair, and of using race, class
and business as a gateway to looking at war
from a much more intimate and frightening
perspective, it is immensely successful and
gratifying.
“White Material” is a film to get lost in. It’s
not for those who want expository answers or
cheap entertainment but for those who want to
feel cast under a dynamic spell.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

The original cast members of
“Friends” have all had their hands
busy since the show ended back in
2006. Jennifer Aniston has been
starring in dreadful films, Courtney
Cox is headlining ABC’s “Cougar
Town,” Matt LeBlanc is earning
positive feedback for his new show
“Episodes” and Matthew Perr y
now has his own new show, “Mr.
Sunshine.”
Perry returns to television as the
co-creator and star of ABC’s new
sitcom “Mr. Sunshine,” which feels
more like Mr. Partly Cloudy with a
Chance of Rain. Perry establishes
h i m self a s a moder n day Bob
Newhart, but his character proves
to be too frenetic, and it is difficult
not to see his character as Chandler
Bing, only older and edgier.
L i ke “C oug a r Tow n ,” “M r.
Sunshine” features an amiable cast
of performers, occasional humor,
and room for some improvement.
The show has the feel of an offbeat
work place comedy, f illed w it h
possibilit ies for hu mor, wh ich
Perry takes advantage of with his
wise-guy banter. However, the pilot
starts the show off slowly, with the
storyline falling flat about halfway
through. But, as said, there is room
for improvement.

Perry plays Ben Donovan, a selfabsorbed manager of the Sunshine
Stadium in San Diego. Donovan
schedules events, such as hockey
games and circuses, leading to a
lacking bit about an elephant loose in
the stadium. The premiere episode
features Donovan celebrating his
40th birthday, and displays how
hard-hearted he has been toward his
employees, which foreshadows some
ongoing character development.
Perry does seem to be a smart choice
for the lead role, considering his past
trips to rehab and relationship issues
with women.
T he ot her k o ok y Su n s h i ne
Stadium workers include A lison
Janney (“West Wing”) who plays
Crystal , the stadium’s fanatical,
pill-popping ow ner, and James
Lesure (“Las Vegas”), who plays
overly-postiive former N.B.A. player
and head of the stadium’s outreach
program, Alonzo. There’s also Alice
(Andrea Anders), the sexy marketing
director who is in a “friends with
benefits” relationship with Donovan.
Janney’s character adds a bit
of satire to the show, as Crystal
ma ke s racist com ment s about
multiculturalism and neglects her
childlike adult son, Roman (Nate
Torrence) . Torrence brilliantly
depicts his character as clueless and
sympathetic, as the audience sees
him striving to fi nd his place as an
employee in the arena.
Provided that Perry keeps his
edge and the show picks up some
comic stream as the story moves
along, “Mr. Sunshine” may manage
to stay on the air for a while. The
show may come off to some as heavy
on psychobabble, but if Janney’s
surprisingly doltish performance or
Perry’s fame from “Friends” doesn’t
keep viewers interested, then “Mr.
Sunshine” will be doomed to black
clouds and April showers.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Courtesy of directpreviews.com

Matthew Perry, “Mr. Sunshine’s” co-creator, plays Ben Donovan in the show.
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PhD ● By Jorge Cham

The Scene

USC

TODAY
T H E S TAT U S , V I C T O RY I N
NUMBERS
8 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.
ADAM CROSS & ERIC CAUSEY
9 p.m., free
Tin Roof
1022 Senate St.

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES You may feel
divided between staying at
home with loved ones and
getting your work done.
Try to balance both while
enjoying the process.

TAURUS There may
be some tension in your
social life. Channel that
energy towards something
posit ive. Lea r n f rom
children. They know the
value of friends.
GEM INI A l l t he
t h i n k i n g y o u’v e b e e n
doing fi nally pays off. You
may not be able to slow
the thoughts, but you can
still share some time with
siblings and friends.
C A NCER Now is
a good time to complete
business deals. Focus on
sales, producing income
and sustainable growth.
Don’t worry, just stay in
action.

LEO

To d a y y o u
f e e l y o u r b e s t . Yo u’ l l
accomplish whatever you
set your mind to. Why not
celebrate Valentine’s Day
all over again? It might be
fun to share a nice dinner.

V IRGO Emot ions
run high today, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t
direct t hem to your
advantage. Spend time in
your secret hiding spot.
Use feelings to flavor your
art.

TOMORROW

SAGIT TA R IUS
Fo c u s you r energ y on
i nvent i ng somet h i ng
amazing for you and your
community, from cooking
lessons to volunteering for
a good cause. Follow your
heart.

JILL ANDREWS (THE
EVERYBODYFIELDS) W/ EMILY
LYNCH
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show,
$10 in advance / $12 day
of show
The White Mule
1530 Main St.

C A PR ICOR N
Take advantage of business
opport unities. You may
f i nd new pa r t ner sh ip s
where and when you least
expect them. Try walking
in new shoes.

L I BR A Energ y
i s u p , a n d t h e w o r k ’s
flowing! When it rains it
pours. Take care of your
clients (or teachers) with
impeccable service. Go get
help if you need it.

AQUA R IUS Too
much excitement can tire
you out. Tr y to keep to
one thing at a time. Get
the paperwork done first.
Collaborate with others for
a lighter workload.

SCORPIO Now it’s
time to settle your wild
side a bit and focus on
career. You can still have
f un at work. Be sure to
incorporate love into your
moneymaking.

P I S C E S Yo u ’ r e
enter i ng t wo day s of
ex t reme creat iv it y a nd
energ y f low s. Use t he
t ime well. Open new
c o m m u n i c at io n s w it h
long-lost friends or family.

PICTURE OF THE DAY

NATALIA ZUKERMAN & GARRISON STARR
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $8 in
advance / $10 day of show
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

REMY ST CLAIRE
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8
under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

CALENDAR
WHAT: Campus Wellness
Programs Choose to
Lose
WHEN: 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House
305
WHAT: Sorority Council
Executive Meeting
WHEN: 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305
WHAT: Alternative Spring
Break Team Meetings
WHEN: 4:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

Crossword

WHAT: Black Graduate
Student Association
Monthly Meeting
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305
WHAT: Election Results
Announcement
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH Lobby
WHAT: Garnet Circle
Meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 302

WHAT: Feminist Majority
Leadership Alliance
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 203
WHAT: Wakeboard Club
Meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305
WHAT: Spoken Word
Wednesday with Shanelle
Gabrielle
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH Theater

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

02/16/11

Brought to you by:

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A representative from PETA set up on the Pickens Street bridge Tuesday to educate
students about the beneﬁts of adopting a vegan lifestyle. PETA tries show how
human rights of the past correspond to animal rights of the present.

02/16/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 02/15/11

ACROSS
1 Its leaves are used as
a heart stimulant
10 More than
comfortable?
14 Manhattan clam
chowder feature
15 “The Aviator” actor
16 Nanny’s challenge
17 Disco family name
18 Like the Ford logo
19 2/9/2010 victory
parade honoree
20 Lemming predator
21 59-Across element
23 The Lean One, in
“Peer Gynt”
25 Directional sufﬁx
26 “... __ we extinguish
sight and speech”:
Browning
27 Kennedy associate
29 Nitrogen compound
31 Lupe’s “Later!”
32 Van Helsing’s creator
33 Serving
36 Imaginary monster
37 Certain Honshu
resident
38 Exotic smoothie
ingredient
39 Lennon love song
40 Arens of Israel
41 Part of HUD: Abbr.
44 Logical tips?
45 Mom’s
dinnertime plea
47 Pundit
49 Handbook list, brieﬂy
51 Otherwise
53 Spanish cordial
54 Latin I word
55 Dramatic atmosphere
source
57 Somewhat, with “a”
58 Some tree sculptures
59 Frost lines?
60 Inventory site
DOWN
1 Mulligan, e.g.
2 White Rabbit’s cry
3 Rabbitt’s “You
and I” duet
partner

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution 02/15/11

4 Derbywearing
Addams
5 Water
testers
6 Neosporin
target
7 Rodeo
twirlers
8 Sees
through
9 Sealy
competitor
10 Cleaning
aids
11 1950s Irving
Berlin campaign song
12 Modern storage aid
13 Sultry Cuban dance
14 Jim with 589
lifetime homers
22 Luminous
24 Locals
28 Savanna stalker
30 NYC home of
Dali’s “The Persistence of
Memory”
31 Alaskan island
32 Bygone Persian title
33 PA system essential
34 The Tony Martin
hit “There’s No
Tomorrow” is based on its

melody
35 English Channel
resort
36 Pitch target?
38 Attending
40 “Oh, ri-i-i-i-ght!”
41 “The Merry
Widow” hero
42 “8 Mile” rapper
43 Workbench gadgets
46 Schisms
48 Exultant yell
50 Goblet feature
52 Not very edgy
56 Lifeguard’s skill,
for short
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USC softball to face
Winthrop at home
Gamecocks look to win after
upset defeat to Upstate
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKH URSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chelsea Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The No. 23 Gamecock men’s swimming team, along with the women’s side, will compete at the SEC Championships.

Swimming squads head
to SEC Championships
Men’s, women’s teams
to hit pool at conference
meet in Gainesville
Corbin Ensminger

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

All the practices, all the meets, the
10-1 record for the No. 23 men —
everything has been building towards
t h is: t he SEC Championsh ips in
Gainesville, Fla.
Coach McG ee Moody a nd t he
South Carolina swimming team will
compete against every school in the
conference in the tournament, which
starts today and runs until Saturday.
The swimming team wrapped up its
last meet a little over two weeks ago,
and has been recovering since then in
preparation for the SECs, Moody said.
“The confidence is good. Mentally
we’re in a good place, and physically
they’re starting to come around,”
Moody said. He also said it helped
that the last meet the Gamecocks
competed in was one of the highlights
of the season. “Our last meet against
Georgia and Alabama was probably

the best team performance we’ve ever
had.”
The men’s meet will feature seven
schools in the top 25, including No.
3 Auburn and No. 5 Florida. On the
women’s side, there are five, with
Georgia ranked highest, at No. 2.
“If you look at the top teams in the
conference I’d say you’re looking at
Florida’s men and Georgia’s women at
the top,” Moody said. “There’s going
to be competition for the top couple of
spots, and then it evens out a lot. Who
knows what’s going to happen after
that. We’ve just got to go in and make
sure our races play out the way they’re
supposed to, hopefully hit a lot of our
goals and put a lot of our folks over at
the NCAA meet.”
Many swimmers use the conference
championships as an opport unit y
to qualif y ing for t he NC A A
Championships, held in March. Moody
said it is hard to predict who will make
the cut, because the qualifying process
is constantly changing based on how
other swimmers perform.
“I think Amanda [Rutqvist] right
now is the most solid in terms of
getting an invite to the meet. I would

be shocked if she didn’t get an invite,”
Moody said. “Bobby Cave is going to
make a pretty strong run. He looks
good right now. A lot of things have
to fall into place, but there’s not really
anybody on our team who doesn’t
stack up right now.”
Moody said that South Carolina’s
strongest event will be the 800m
freestyle men’s relay. The relay is the
first event, so a good performance will
help to set the tone for the Gamecocks.
“There’s a realistic chance for them
to finish top three. And if we finish
top three, they’ll make the (NCAA)
meet. That’s just how our conference
works,” Moody said. “Those relays
will kick off the meet for us, so we are
going to focus on that first day, but it’s
not the be-all-end-all. Each individual
knows they have their individual role
that they have to go out and perform
if we’re going to be as good as we can
as a team.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Gamecocks face pivotal game with UT
Banged-up USC
travels to Knoxville
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Darrin Horn has had a
chance to look at the film,
a nd he st i l l t h i n k s t he
fi rst half his team suffered
through against Georgia
was a fluke.
“As I said after the game

t he ot her day, I’ve been
in this thing 20 years as a
player and a coach. That’s
maybe 500 games, so 1,000
teams when you double it,”
Horn said. “I’ve never been
in a game where somebody
had single digits in the first
half. We got a bunch of
good shots that didn’t go
in.”
The Gamecocks (13-10,
4-6 SEC) scored only nine
points on 4-of-28 shooting

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Malik Cooke is one of the few USC players not battling an
injury as the Gamecocks face Tennessee tonight in Knoxville.

i n t he f i r st 20 m i nute s
of t hei r g a me t h is past
Saturday against Georgia.
USC rebounded to make
it close in the second half
though, eventually losing
only by four, 60-56.
“We’ve got to fi nd a way
to build on the second half
that we had Saturday against
Georgia, where our team
played with a ton of energy,
was really good offensively
and defended well enough
to give ourselves a chance
to win t he game,” Horn
said. “That’s really been
our focus since the get-go.
We’re trying to make sure
we maintain that heading
out on the road, and just go
out and get better and get
prepared for Tennessee.”
The Vols, whom USC
w ill face ton ight in
Knoxville , are coming off
a disappointing loss as well.
Tennessee (15-10, 5-5) fell
to Florida on the road in
a heartbreaker Saturday,
61-60.
“Obviously I’m sure they
feel like they’re in need of a
win, and we are too,” Horn
said.
On the injury front, USC
is hurting a bit. Forward
Lakeem Jack son w ill be
held out of the next three
contests in all likelihood
with a nagging foot injury.
Guard Bruce Ellington is
expected to play against

UT despite a bruised calf,
but will not be 100 percent,
Horn said.
“We’re obviously banged
up a little bit right now,”
Hor n s a id . “ D a mo nt r e
[Harris] is still sore, but
will probably be OK. Bruce
definitely has a bruised calf.
We would expect him to be
ready for Wednesday and
hope that he is, but he’s
definitely a little banged
up right now. Lakeem is
meet ing again w it h ou r
medical staff. We’ll make a
decision on how we move
forward with him.”
Horn said his team would
face a tall task in Tennessee.
“I think they’re a terrific
team,” Horn said. “I think
throughout ups and downs
and what’s happened in the
other games, you expect
you’re going to get a team’s
best shot, and you prepare
t hat way heading into a
game. I think maybe one
t h rough 10 t he y ’re t he
most talented team in our
league when you take all the
factors into consideration
with size, athleticism and
experience. They’re a team
that’s outstanding, and I
think they’ve shown that in
several games this year.”

Despite dropping the fi nal game of its fourgame opening weekend, South Carolina’s
softball team isn’t focused on the negative. It
is heading into Wednesday’s matchup against
Winthrop keeping the positive in mind.
And despite the first loss of the season to
USC Upstate in a 3-2 upset , there is a lot to
be positive about, for a team that’s rebuilding
under new coach Beverly Smith.
“I felt the girls at the plate had some really
good at-bats,” Smith said of the play over the
weekend. “We had some players come up with
some key RBIs for us. We were putting the
ball in play – putting pressure on the opposing
pitcher all weekend. I was really impressed.”
What stands out from the weekend, however,
was not the offensive play of the team, but
rather the defensive, as freshman pitcher Julie
Sarratt pitched a no-hitter against Coastal
Carolina in her collegiate debut, earning her
SEC Freshman of the Week honors.
“I think it was about the fi fth inning that
I actually looked up on the scoreboard and
saw there were no hits for Coastal,” Smith
said. “That’s when I started to feel something
special could be happening. To come out in
your freshman debut and throw a no hitter is
an amazing accomplishment.”
H e a d i n g i nt o t h e m a t c h - u p a g a i n s t
Winthrop, USC will need defense to stop the
Eagles as they have scored at least 12 runs in
each of their two victories. Furthermore, in
Winthrop’s losses, they were held to under
five runs.
In t heir last game against Furman, t he
Eagles had five different players get at least
one R BI, a nd desig nated h it ter Chelsey
Schoenfeldt racked up three. Another weapon
for Winthrop is Taylor Wright, who was just
named Big South Player of the Week after
finishing the Palmetto State Showdown in
Columbia with a .538 batting average, .692
slugging percentage, as well as a team-high of
four runs and four RBIs.
“Winthrop’s a very good team,” Smith said.
“Wint hrop competes for t he top of t heir
conference every year. We had an opportunity
to watch t hem some t his weekend and so
Winthrop’s our next focus. We’ll be out there
preparing for them. They bring up seven
lefties in their line-up, so it’s a very leftydominated line-up. So I guarantee you our
pitchers will be practicing tomorrow with the
lefties.”
As far as the loss to USC Upstate causing a
slump in the upcoming games, Smith doesn’t
think it’ll be an issue.
“After looking at the stats from the USC
Upstate game, USC Upstate’s a very good
team — they’ve got an excellent pitcher, a
senior pitcher who’s very good,” Smith said.
“We did everything we needed to do to put
ourselves in a position to win. We had base
runners on all game — we left 11 on. We had
players on the plate that we wanted at the
plate with runners in scoring position. We just
didn’t get that hit.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Julie Sarratt was named SEC Freshman of the
Week after she hurled the 44th perfect game in
South Carolina softball history this past weekend.

HOUSING
4BR, 2BA house. Full appliances,
washer/dryer, cable/phone ready in
each room. Near USC/Vista. Great
for 4 students. Ready June 1, 2011.
$1500/mth. Call/Text (803) 422-5704.
1 - 5 BR APTS. USC AREA. rajaluri@
aeliusa.com. www.uscarearentals.com.
803-318-0800.
Conv USC-Full Kitchen-CH/A
W/D Conn $1100 803.343.3131

EMPLOYMENT
Lifeguards Needed - Myrtle Beach
Late March & Summer! Good pay &
conditions w/lodging 843-340-9084
eastcoaste2002@yahoo.com
Cashier needed. M-F 11:30-1:30
254.0484
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253
If you have had experience in
gymnastics then this is your perfect
job. You can stay in shape and work
with rec-competitive team gymnast. If
interested please call 803-682-5055.
Come share the experience.
Delivery person needed. Must have
car. M-F 11:30-1:30 254.0484

EMPLOYMENT
Downtown law firm seeks PT
Couriers. Must be able to work at
least 10-15/hrs/wk. Duties include
running errands, metering mail,
conference and break room clean
up, answering phones and other
general office duties. Must have
own vehicle and proof of insurance.
Business casual attire. Competitive
salary w/mileage reimbursement
and paid parking. Forward resume
w/ “PT Courier” in the subject line
to colalawfirm@gmail.com. Please
include times available to work.
Mobile Waiters Needed - Immediate
Interviews! Delivery from local
restaurants to local homes and
businesses with 256 To Go. Make
your own schedule, flexible hours,
avg. $50-60 per shift. PT or FT. Must
have your own vehicle, cell phone,
GPS. To apply call 888-334-9675 ext.
1 or go to www.d-d-i.com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

SERVICES
Math Tutor:The Expert 738.8956
$40 to file taxes call730-4161
Palmetto Athletic Center is looking
for PT athletic & energetic coaches
for cheer and gymnastics. www.
palmettoathleticcenter.com/apply.htm

